
North Nottinghamshire Learning Disability Carers Network 

Notes of meeting held on 10th March 2016 
At Dukeries Academy, Ollerton 

 
Present: 7 carers attended 
Also attending:  Val Gardiner, Newark & Sherwood CVS,  Emma Dashfield, Engagement 

Manager, NHS Arden and Greater East Midlands Commissioning Support Unit. 

Apologies: Zena Cameron and Linzi Adams- Nottinghamshire Carers Hub, Penny Spice – Notts County 

Council 

Everyone was welcomed to the meeting and introductions made. 
Follow up from last meeting  
Ollerton Day Service 
A letter confirming that Ollerton Day Service will remain open has been sent to service users and carers. 
Carers commented that the uncertainty about closure has caused upset to users of the service and their 
carers.  They also commented that if the service is to remain open it has to do better, along with the 
Balderton service. 
Day Services consultation 
Konrad had informed Val that he plans to support Partnership Board Service User reps to visit day 
services across the county to seek feedback during April.  He will ensure that carers see what  questions 
will be asked before he begins. 
Co-production meeting 
Carers have been invited to a meeting to discuss co-production next week. Whilst they appreciate being 
invited, they commented that a 9.30am meeting in Nottingham was not really suitable for carers.  They 
will feed this back to the organiser. 
 
Nottinghamshire Transforming Care Programme 2016 – Emma Dashfield, NHS Arden & Gem 
Commissioning Support Unit 
Emma explained that this programme comes from NHS England as a result of the Winterbourne View 
scandal.  She said that the 7 Clinical Commissioning Groups in Nottinghamshire and the 2 local 
authorities have put together the plans.  NHS England is providing some extra funding to ensure changes 
are made.  The plans aim to transform care for people with learning disability and/or autism who display 
challenging behaviour, including those with a mental health condition.   The plans aim to have effective 
services and support for people and their families in their communities so that over a period of time 
there is a reduction in the need for inpatient services. 
Nottinghamshire is selected as a fast track area to lead the way. 
The document is out for consultation until 20th May. 
Emma went through the document. 
Carers had the following questions and comments:- 

 Is Nottinghamshire County Council to put funding into this programme?    Emma will find out. 

 The biggest problem is the need for more support in the community once people are discharged 
from hospital. 

 Who is going to provide the care needed, given the shortage of care workers locally. 

 All the information about what is needed is already out there – so action is needed rather that 
more consultation.  We rarely get feedback from consultation we have participated in anyway. 



 Who is accountable for ensuring that feedback is listened to?  What will you do with our 
feedback?  
Emma said she will take back our comments and ensure that someone from the Transformation 
Board comes back to this group to feedback on the outcomes of the consultation and what the 
next steps are. 

 Was any carer involved in setting the questions in the questionnaire?  I offered but I got no 
response  
 Emma said the programme work stream developed them. 

 There are no actual proposals for action in the document – how is it all going to be achieved? 

 Where is the evidence to be used to stack up the proposals?  Where is the money to deliver 
them to come from? 

 The document looks expensive and is produced with tax payer’s money.  I feel disrespected and 
talked at. 

 We need comparisons – i.e. the cost of hospital care v the cost of community care.  For 
example:- 
In patient costing is x 
We need to reduce the budget – look at the transformation budget 
Put x amount in to be used as x 

 What is the bigger picture?  What if someone does need inpatient care – where will that be and 
what will happen to existing provision?  Will that be closed? 

 The public meetings are not local enough for us living in Newark & Sherwood and are held at 5-
7pm at a time when most carers will be caring.  If we want to attend will there be money to 
provide care support? 

 The vast majority of people with a learning disability won’t be able to answer the questions – 
they will need advocates. 
Emma said that in patients will have the support to answer the questions with the help of 
support workers.  We are going into secure hospitals and private hospitals to talk to patients, 
using a variety of tools including talking maps. 

 Winterbourne View happened when there was far more money available.  How is this plan going 
to be monitored when there are reductions to CQC and local authority budgets?  Are we going 
to get more abuse happening in the community? 

 We want care transformed but there is no evidence this is happening.  More people are 
independent but this comes with risks – are they doing the things that keep them safe and well? 

 Who is going into discussion with private providers who would benefit from large units being 
filled? 

 Are the CCG’s buying accommodation? If not there will be issues around Universal Credit that 
will affect housing landlords.   The new minimum wage and pension rules will also have an 
impact on providers. 

 What about Health issues – e.g. GP’s needing to support more people with learning disability in 
the community – this will put pressure on GP practices.    Are the Transformation Board 
discussing all these issues? 

 The document states that there are 199 specialist inpatient beds in Nottinghamshire and only 43 
are being used by people from Nottinghamshire – what happens to the other people not from 
Nottinghamshire in future? 

 
Emma thanked the carers for their feedback and said she will come back to the group with someone 
who can answer all these questions before the end of the consultation period. 



Action:  Val to liaise with Emma to organise a further meeting. 
 
The group thanked Emma for coming along and look forward to a further meeting. 
 
A link to the Transforming Care Programme document is below along with the questionnaire you can 
complete online. 
If you would like a copy of the document please let me know by contacting Val Gardiner on 01636 
679539 or email vgardiner@nandscvs.org  
The consultation closes on 20th May 2016 
 
http://www.nottinghamcity.nhs.uk/images/stories/docs/Have_your_say/Transforming_Care_Nottingha

mshire_consultation.pdf 

 

 
 

Date of next meeting 
Tuesday 31st May 2016 
At 10am to 12pm 
At Dukeries Academy, Whinney Lane, Ollerton 
 
 
 

 
 

mailto:vgardiner@nandscvs.org
http://www.nottinghamcity.nhs.uk/images/stories/docs/Have_your_say/Transforming_Care_Nottinghamshire_consultation.pdf
http://www.nottinghamcity.nhs.uk/images/stories/docs/Have_your_say/Transforming_Care_Nottinghamshire_consultation.pdf

